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for them. They did not accept this opportunity,
but over and over again had been disturbers of
the peace, eager to gain the complete control, and
desirous not of making a destiny for themselves,
but wishing to rob the Babylonians of that which
the industry of ages had accumulated by slow and
painful steps. In the attainment of this purpose
they had been defeated before by the Assyrians.
There was now a larger hope, for Assyrian vitality
was gone and the whole vast empire was falling to
pieces. As has already been said, Babylonian vi-
tality was also at the lowest ebb, and could offer
no effectual resistance to any sharp blow delivered
by a strong arm. But, though the Chaldeans
must have known of the evident decay of Assyria,
they were too wily to rise again in rebellion at an
inopportune time. They could not be sure that
Asshurbanapal did not possess resources which
might be directed against them with crushing force,
and they well knew that no movement of his was
tempered with mercy.

When Asshurbanapal died the time had come to
make a fresh attempt for Chaldean independence
of Assyria and Chaldean dominance over Baby-
lonia. Immediately after the death of Asshur-
banapal we find Nabopolassar (Nabu-aplu-usur)
king of Babylon. We do not know what his ori-
gin was* It has been supposed that he might be
a son of Kandalanu; and this supposition would
explain the readiness and quickness with which
he secured the throne. There is, however, not a
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